Unit One: Filmmaking Bootcamp 

OVERVIEW 

n this initial Filmmaking Bootcamp unit, students will be introduced to all of the fundamental stages of the filmmaking process - 
pre-production, production, and post-production. In addition to receiving a crash course on the technical skills required to use a 
camera and editing software, students will be introduced to key cinematic principles of storytelling, storyboarding, cinematography, 
copyright and editing. All of these critical digital storytelling elements will only be touched upon but will provide a strong foundation 
for the remaining units in this curriculum guide. Since many of the terms introduced in this unit will be unfamiliar to you and your 
students, it may be helpful to create a "word wall" or something similar to track all of the new filmmaking terminology along the way. 
The lessons can be facilitated using still images and/or video footage. 

Each of the seven lessons is designed to be implemented with small groups of three to four students. Each of the lessons builds 
upon the prior with the final lesson culminating in the completion of a short 30 to 60 second film. Remember, it is strongly 
recommended that for each unit you create "project folders" for either the groups or individuals to keep all of the assignments in 
one place. You will need physical project folders for the documents created in pre-production and digital project folders for the video 
and audio files created in production and post-production. Many of the lesson plans require the students to either use or reference 
material created in an earlier lesson. Following the screening of the final product in lesson 1.7, present each budding filmmaker with 
a Certificate of Completion. A certificate is provided at the end of this unit. 
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